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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: in claim 1 1 , line 2, 
"closes" should be "close". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United 
States only if the international application designated the United States and was published under 
Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1,2,4-8,10-16, and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Felsman, U.S. Pat. No. 6,950,952 B2. 

As per claim 1 , Felsman shows a method for providing protected swapping of a 
peripheral component in a computer system comprising: determining a position of a first 
mechanical retention latch (fig.4,(410)), said first mechanical retention latch having an open 
position and a closed position and configured to communicatively couple to a computer 
expansion card slot; provided said first mechanical retention latch is in said open position, 
filtering power management events including preventing said computer system from powering 
up (440); and provided said first mechanical retention latch is in said closed position, allowing 
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said computer system to accept power management events (460). Felsman shows all of the 
steps recited in claim 1 . 

As for claim 2, the argument for claim 1 applies. Felsman also shows that said position 
is determined from said first mechanical retention latch configured to communicatively couple 
to a peripheral component interconnect slot (col. 3, line 59-col.4, line 7 and wherein the slots 
involved in Felsman are cPCI). Felsman shows all of the steps recited in claim 2. 

As for claim 4, the argument for claim 1 applies. Felsman also shows powering down 
said computer system to a sleep mode before determining a position of said first mechanical 
retention latch (fig.4). Felsman shows all of the steps recited in claim 4. 

As for claim 5, the argument for claim 1 applies. Felsman also shows hot swapping an 
expansion card from said expansion card slot and determining said position of said first 
mechanical retention latch (col.5, lines 22-32). Felsman shows all of the steps recited in claim 
5. 

As for claim 6, the argument for claim 1 applies. Felsman also shows determining a 
position of a second mechanical retention latch wherein provided said first or said second 
mechanical retention latch are in said open position, filtering said power management events 
(cols. 3-4 as above). Felsman shows all of the steps recited in claim 6. 

As for claim 7, the argument for claim 6 applies. Felsman also shows that said power 
management events include powering up said computer system from a sleep mode (fig.4). 
Felsman shows all of the steps recited in claim 7. 

As per claim 8, Felsman shows a system for managing power in a computer system 
comprising: a mechanical retention latch (230) having an open position and a closed position 
configured to physically retain an expansion card in an expansion card slot; a position sensor 
for determining if said mechanical retention latch is in said open position or in said closed 
position (cols. 3-4 as above); and a power management events filter for filtering data based on 
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said position of said mechanical retention latch wherein if said mechanical retention latch is in 
said open position, said power management events filter filters said data to prevent powering 
up said computer system (cols. 3-4 and fig.4 as above). Felsman shows all of the elements 
recited in claim 8. 

As for claim 10, the argument for claim 8 applies. Felsman also shows that said 
mechanical retention latch is coupled to a peripheral component interconnect card slot (col. 3, 
line 59-col.4, line 7 and wherein the slots involved in Felsman are cPCI). Felsman shows all of 
the elements recited in claim 10. 

As for claim 11, the argument for claim 10 applies. Felsman also shows that said 
mechanical retention latch is configured to automatically closes when a peripheral component 
interconnect card is fully inserted in said peripheral component interconnect card slot (col. 5, 
lines 29-31). Felsman shows all of the elements recited in claim 11. 

As for claim 12, the argument for claim 8 applies. Felsman also shows that provided 
said mechanical retention latch is in said closed position, said power management module 
allows said computer system to accept power management events (fig.4). Felsman shows all 
of the elements recited in claim 12. 

As for claim 1 3, the argument for claim 8 applies. Felsman also shows a plurality of 
mechanical retention latches and a plurality of corresponding position sensors configured such 
that provided one of said plurality of mechanical retention latches is in said open position, said 
power management events filter filters said data to prevent powering up said computer system 
(fig. 2, (230)). Felsman shows all of the elements recited in claim 13. 

As for claim 14, the argument for claim 13 applies. Felsman also shows that said 
computer system is prevented from powering up from a sleep mode (fig.4). Felsman shows all 
of the elements recited in claim 14. 



Application Number: 10/698,900 5 
Art Unit: 21 1 1 

As per claim 15, Felsman shows a computer readable medium comprising executable 
instructions which, when executed in a processing system, causes the system to perform a 
method of controlling power management events comprising: receiving data corresponding to 
the position of a mechanical retention latch having an open position and a closed position; and 
provided said mechanical retention latch is in said open position, filtering power management 
events and preventing said processing system from accepting power management events 
(fig.4). Felsman shows all of the elements recited in claim 15. 

As for claim 16, the argument for claim 15 applies. Felsman also shows that said 
position is determined from said mechanical retention latch configured to communicatively 
couple to a peripheral component interconnect slot (col. 3, line 59-col.4, line 7 and wherein the 
slots involved in Felsman are cPCI). Felsman shows all of the elements recited in claim 16. 

As for claim 18, the argument for claim 15 applies. Felsman also shows that said 
method is executed while said processing system is in a sleep mode (fig.4). Felsman shows all 
of the elements recited in claim 18. 

As for claim 19, the argument for claim 15 applies. Felsman also shows that said 
method is executed while hot swapping a component of said processing system (col. 5, lines 
22-32). Felsman shows all of the elements recited in claim 19. 

As for claim 20, the argument for claim 15 applies. Felsman also shows that said 
method further comprises: receiving data corresponding to a plurality of mechanical retention 
latches provided one of said plurality of mechanical retention latches is in said open position, 
filtering power management events and preventing said processing system from powering up 
(cols. 3-4 as above). Felsman shows all of the elements recited in claim 20. 

As for claim 21 , the argument for claim 20 applies. Felsman also shows that said power 
management events include powering up said computer system from a sleep mode (fig.4). 
Felsman shows all of the elements recited in claim 21. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claims 3,9, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Felsman in view of Grosser etal., U.S. Pat. No. 6,182,173 B1. 

As for claims 3,9, and 1 7, the arguments above for claims 1 ,8, and 1 5, respectively, 
apply. Felsman does not specifically show receiving data from an optical device 
communicatively coupled to said first mechanical retention latch for determining said position of 
said first mechanical retention latch. Felsman does show mechanical latches 230 and detecting 
the position of those latches. Grosser shows the use of an optical switch used to detect the 
position of a mechanical tab mechanism to determine whether it is in an open or closed 
position (abstract and claim 2). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to use an optical switch as shown by Grosser in the system of 
Felsman in order to provide a fast and reliable switch/detector system. 
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Conclusion 



8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The other cited references deal with hot-plugging cards in a computer. Particular 
attention is directed to the Fomso reference cited by applicant which appears to clearly show 
controlling power and power events in a computer system depending on whether or not a card 
is plugged into the PCI slots. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Glenn A. Auve whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-3623. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 AM-5:30 PM, every other Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Rinehart can be reached on (571) 272-3632. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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